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IT’S TIME TO VOTE

The SERS Board of Trustees con-
sists of thirteen people, includ-
ing four active members and two
retirees who are elected by SERS
members. This election is to fill
THREE of the four active member
trustees.

SERS members who wanted
to become a trustee, had to file a
Statement of Candidacy and have
a Nominating Petition signed
by at least 400 contributing
members.

The candidates also provided
short biographies included below.
They are listed in the order they
appear on the ballot.

Cameron Watson

Cameron Watson is a Correctional
Officer at Jacksonville Correction-
al Center with 18 years’ service to
the people of the State of Illinois.
He was the long-time president

of his local union and serves on
the AFSCME Council 31 executive
board.

Mr. Watson is a veteran of the
U.S. Army and serves as a volun-
teer firefighter, police officer and
emergency medical technician in
his community.

With our pension benefits
under attack as never before, state
employees need SERS trustees
who will stand up for retirement

Enclosed with this newsletter
is a ballot and a return postage-
paid envelope. In order for your
ballot to count, it must be clearly
marked and returned in the
envelope provided by May 30.
Ballots received after May 30 will
be disqualified. We encourage you
to participate.

After the election results are
tabulated and certified, they will
be published in the August edition
of the SERS-O-GRAM. If you have
guestions about the election,
contact us in Springfield at 217-
785-6975.

security. Cameron Watson is a
strong leader with a proven track
record of effective advocacy, and
firmly committed to protecting
our pensions.

David Morris

David Morris has been a mem-
ber of the SERS Board of Trust-
ees since 2009. A Social Service
Program Planner Il in the Illinois
Department of Children and
Family Services, he has 32 years
of service with the State of Illi-
nois. He has served as president
of AFSCME Local 805 for more
than 10 years and is a member of
the AFSCME Council 31 Execu-

MAY 2014

tive Board, helping to negotiate
significant improvements in pen-
sion and retiree health insurance
benefits.

He trained and serves with the
AFL-CIO as a Union Counselor for
dislocated workers and others in
need. He is active in his commu-
nity, serving on the United Way
committee that recommends al-
locations for local service agencies
as well as coaching youth basket-
ball.

As SERS trustee, David Mor-
ris has been a firm advocate for
protecting the gains that state
employees have made and for
assuring full funding of the pen-
sion system. He believes it is es-
sential to preserve the retirement
security that state employees have
worked so hard to secure.

Patricia Ousley

Patricia Ousley has been a mem-
ber of the SERS Board of Trustees
since 2009. She has worked for
the Illinois Department of Em-
ployment Security for nearly 40
years, most recently as an Un-
employment Insurance Revenue
Analyst. She was president of her
local union and serves on the AF-
SCME Council 31 executive board
where she has helped to negotiate
significant improvements in pen-
sion and retiree health insurance
benefits.



Ms. Ousley is active in her
community, serving as a trustee
at her church where she oversees
a three-quarter million dollar
budget, and as a vice-president
of Visionary Friends, a nonprofit
group that works with inner-city
schools in Chicago. The Chicago

Federation of Labor named Pat its

2012 Woman of the Year.

As a SERS trustee, Pat Ousley
remains a staunch advocate for
the interests of state employees
on all matters before the Board.
She is a strong voice for protect-

Robert Fierstein

Robert Fierstein began his career
with the Illinois State Police 25
years ago, and his commitment
to public service has only grown
stronger since. He was promoted
to Master Sergeant in 2004 and
currently serves as the Chief
Union Steward for Teamsters Lo-
cal 700.

His work with the Teamsters
has enhanced his ability to fight

for the rights of all state employ-

ees. As a member of the Union’s
bargaining committee, Robert

ing the gains state employees have

made and for full funding of SERS participated in the successful ne-
in order to ensure the system’s gotiations of two contracts with

fiscal stability the State. His experience in nego-
' tiating on behalf of state employ-
ees has shown how to effectively

navigate our state’s complex
systems.

Having been a SERS member
for the past 25 years, he under-
stands the vested interests that
state employees have in the suc-
cess of the retirement system.

As a father of two daughters, he
knows the responsibility to pro-
vide for families, and knows how
much we rely on our retirement
security. Mr. Fiertsein lobbied

in Springfield against pension-
slashing legislation and with

the recent passing of SB1, he is
committed to ensuring that state
employees receive the retirement
benefits that they’ve worked so
hard to earn.
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OFFICIAL
BALLOT

THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2014

Official Board of Trustees
Ballot for the
State Employees’ Retirement System

Mark your (X) in the square before the
name of the person you wish to vote for.

VOTE FOR UP TO THREE
|:| Cameron Watson
|:| David Morris
|:| Patricia Ousley

|:| Robert Fierstein

—_ .
[ et
Timothy B. Blair
Executive Secretary

BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS

Indicate your choice on the ballot by placing an “X” inside the
square opposite the name of the candidate you want to vote for.
A valid X consists of two lines which intersect inside the square.

Examples of VALID Marks

X

Good Good

Good

Good Good Good

If two lines do not intersect inside the square, the mark is invalid and cannot
be counted. You can vote for three candidates on your ballot.

Examples of INVALID Marks

N

yes| [

Dst

Bad Bad Bad

Bad Bad Bad

When you are finished voting, return the ballot in the envelope
provided (one ballot per envelope) by May 30, 2014.
Any ballots received after May 30 will not be opened or counted.

April 2014 = 65,000

‘0’ Printed on Recycled Paper



