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JRS & Medicare

@ Our office frequently receives
\"iﬁ questions about when to en-
“‘“" roll in Medicare and
{gﬁ how their enrollment
= affects their State

> group insurance. The
answer depends if the
member is an active judge or a JRS retiree.

At age 65, all members qualify for free
Medicare Part A, which helps pay for inpa-
tient care in a hospital or skilled nurs-
ing facility (following a hospital stay),
some home health care and hospice care,
regardless if they are retired or actively
employed. If you are not sure if you're
eligible, contact your local Social Security
office two to three months prior to your
65th birthday.

Also at age 65, everyone is eligible
for Medicare Part B, which helps pay for
doctors’ visits and many other medical
services and supplies that are not covered
by Medicare Part A.

Anyone who is eligible for Part A can
enroll in Medicare Part B by paying a
monthly premium. We recommend that
only retired JRS members enroll in Part B,
since Medicare is the primary insurance
for our retirees and the secondary insur-
ance for active judges age 65 or older.

Retirees age 65 and older who fail to
enroll in Part B would have their insur-
ance claims reduced by what Medicare
would have paid toward the claim, result-
ing in greater out-of-pocket expenses for
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Active Judges Benefit Statement

Enclosed with this edition of the Panel is your annual Benefit State-
ment if you are currently serving on the bench. Your statement only
displays the last four numbers of your Social Security number to help
protect you from identity theft. Keep your Benefit Statement and
Social Security card in a safe, secure place.

Your JRS Benefit Statement shows any reciprocal service you may
have, along with a retirement benefit estimate at your normal retire-
ment date using the Reciprocal Act. To determine your total benefit,
add the projected JRS benefit to the amount from the reciprocal
system(s).

If your statement shows reciprocal service but no amount, you
either don’t have enough service to use the Reciprocal Act, you have
concurrent service with JRS and another system, or you don’t need
the service to qualify for the maximum benefit.

You can calculate your maximum Benefit Statements
benefit by multiplying your current sal- for retirees and
ary by 85%. A_Ithough vye make every survivors are NOT
effort to provide you with an accurate . . .

L o : included with this
benefit estimate, it is only an approxima-
tion. If you have questions, contact our
office at 217-782-8500.

Panel. These state-
ments will be mailed
in March, 2009.

the member. These rules also apply to JRS Dld YOU Know’?

dependents age 65 and older who are also

covered under the State’s group insurance .
The average judge

program.
All members and dependents age 65 retires at age 63

or older must send us a copy of their with 17.6 years

Medicare card to ensure that their insur- of service

ance information remains up-to-date.
If you have questions about the State There are 957 active
group insurance program or Medicare, judges in Illinois
please contact Robin Edgar, the JRS Insur- & 620 retired judges
ance Representative at 217-785-6966.



Judges
Preretirement
Workshop

Judges of all ages and years of service
should attend the Education for To-
morrow’s Choices (ETC) preretirement
workshop. This very popular, one-day
workshop is held each year in Chi-
cago and southern lllinois.

Due to the overwhelming interest
in attending this workshop, it’s been
necessary to schedule additional
workshops in Chicago to meet the
demand.

The ETC features a certified finan-
cial planner to discuss money man-
agement and investment strategies.
Other speakers cover Deferred Com-
pensation, Social Security, insurance
and JRS benefits.

ETC participants are asked to
complete an evaluation form at the of
each workshop. Some of the recent
comments include, “very beneficial”
“all judges should attend this work-
shop early in their careers” “excellent
program” “best retirement seminar
I’ve attended yet - | learned a lot.”

The next judges ETC will be held
November 14 in Chicago. To make a
reservation for this workshop, call the
JRS office at 217-782-8500.

FYO9 JRS Salaries

The Illinois House and Senate
rejected the Compensation Review
Board’s salary recommendation,
limiting the FYQ9 salary increase
to a 3.8% COLA, effective July 1,
2008. Judges will also be limited to
a COLA in FY10.

Supreme Court Justice  $196,322
Appellate Court Justice ~ $184,775
Circuit Court Judge $169,555
Associate Court Judge $161,077

1- on - 1 Counseling Schedule

The dates and locations for the remaining 1-on-1 counseling sessions in
2008 are listed below. The Court Administrator at each location will be
asked to contact the judges in that area about our upcoming 1-on-1 ses-
sions. The Court Administrator will then schedule 1-on-1 appointments for
judges to meet with Jayne Waldeck from the JRS office.

September 23

Cook County Courthouse

Sixth Municipal District

Markham 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

September 23

Cook County Courthouse
Fifth Municipal District
Bridgeview  2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

September 24

Cook County Courthouse

Third Municipal District

Rolling Meadows 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

October 28
McDonough County Courthouse
Macomb 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

‘08 JRS Deceased

Date of Death

Melvin Dunn 1-07-08
James Walton 1-15-08
Harold Madsen 1-22-08
Charles Smith 1-27-08
Harry Comerford 1-29-08
Kenneth Cortesi 2-11-08
Harry Strouse 3-06-08
Simon Friedman 3-13-08
Walter Dahl 3-24-08
Edward Egan 3-26-08
John Leifheit 3-26-08
Robert Nolan 3-29-08
James P. O’Malley (active) 4-01-08
Richard Cadagin 4-05-08
John Panegasser (active) 4-16-08
Thomas Carmody (active) 4-20-08
David Costello 5-01-08
Francis P. Murphy 5-21-08
Clarence Bryant 5-27-08
Eugene Pincham 4-03-08
Allen Freeman 6-19-08
Francis S. Lorenz 6-26-08
Joseph Cunningham 7-13-08
Anthony Bosco 7-25-08
George J. Moran Sr. 7-31-08
Roy O. Gulley 8-08-08

October 28

Adams County Courthouse
Quincy  1:00-2:30 p.m.
November 6

Madison County Courthouse
Edwardsville 9:00 - 11:30 p.m.

November 6
St. Clair County Courthouse
Belleville 1:00 - 3:00 a.m.

January 28, 2009
New Judges’ Seminar
Chicago City Centre Hotel

Keep Your
Beneficiaries
Current

Your named beneficiaries on file with
JRS are located in the Death Benefits
section of your Benefit Statement.
You may change your beneficiaries
at any time by completing and filing
a new Nomination of Beneficiaries
form (on the back page of this publi-
cation) with JRS.

It’s possible that you could have
three different sets of beneficiaries:
JRS benefits, Group Life Insurance
and Deferred Compensation.

It is your responsibility to keep
your designations up-to-date. If no
beneficiary is on file, any death ben-
efit will be paid to your estate.



Understanding
Your Statement

If you are actively serving on
the bench as a judge, your an-
nual benefit statement for the
year ending June 30, 2008 is
enclosed with this copy of The
Panel. Your statement reflects
your salary on July 1, 2008.

If you have questions about
your statement, call us at 217-
782-8500.

At right is a SAMPLE state-
ment highlighting the areas
where members usually have
the most questions.

If you do not agree with the service
shown on your statement, contact
JRS at 217-782-8500.

If you are purchasing service
credit, it will not be shown on your
statement until it is paid in full.

This is the projected JRS benefit you
are eligible to receive, assuming
continuous service to normal retire-
ment age. If you have reciprocal
service listed below, add the two
amounts together to estimate your
combined benefit.

This is your accrued benefit
estimate, assuming termination
of service on the date shown on
YOUR statement. Do not add
reciprocal service to this amount.

The survivor benefit payable to a
spouse is 66 2/3% of the earned
benefit, or 7.5% of your final sal-
ary, whichever is greater.

Judges’ Retirement System of lllinois

2101 South Veterans Parkway, P. O. Box 19255, Springfield, IL 62794-9255

Your Annual Benefit Statement has been prepared as of June 30, 2008 using the following information:

Social Security # XXX-XX-1234  Date of Birth
08/21/1944

00263A

ACTIVE JUDGEMEMBER
1234ANY STREET

ANY CITY, IL 66666

Member Information

service. This does not include service forfeited by
taking a refund, or any service credit in a reciprocal
retirement system listed below.

Your total contributions are $122,333.44. Your
fiscal year 2008 contributions (July 1-June 30) were
$15,211.00. Your monthly rate of pay as of July 1,
2008, is $11,788.99. Your final salary is used to
compute your retirement benefits.

Retirement Benefits

Retirement benefits are based on ser=~> = ry
and age. Normal r- tisaget w n 18
(127 aths)ofse e, fer26ye (.
mo..  ~fservice rretire ati_ 5. without
arerc rinyour be.ctus. You will receive
5/12 7 credit for each month of service over 240
months to reduce any reduction normally assessed
for retirement between age 55-60. [f you continue
working to normal retirement age, or 26 years of
service, whichever comes first, your estimated
on

10/01/2010

Your monthly benefit earned as of June30,2008

You are eligible for an early retirement of
$6,022.11 payable on 07/01/2009

Disability

Temporary Total Disability

If you become totally disabled, your monthly benefit
amount payable to the end of your term is
*$5,947.66. You will receive one month of service
credit for each month you are receiving a temporary
total disability benefit.

Total Permanent Disability

If you become permanently disabled, your monthly
benefit amount is *$6,101.14. This amount is
payable for life so long as you remain permanently
disabled.

Reciprocal Service

using me reciprocal act with JKS, you may receive
the following monthly benefit(s) at normal

retirement date:
STATE EMPL RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF ILL 87.00 §1,501.22

Printed on Recycled Paper
oy o ot

‘ by the Authority of the
’State of Illinois = 2100 - 8/08

Death Benefits

Death benefits are payable to your spouse, children
or named beneficiaries, as applicable. Lump sum
death benefits are payable to your named
beneficiaries if there are no eligible survivor(s) at
your date of death. If you wish to change your JRS
beneficiaries, a change of beneficiary form is
printed in the enclosed Panel. JRS BENEFITS ARE
SEPARATE FROM YOUR GROUP LIFE
INSURANCE COVERAGE. Group life
beneficiaries are not included in this statement.

If you die while actively employed, your eligible

payable at age 50 or earlier if eligible children
survive. Your eligible children will each receive a
monthly benefit of $577.61%, up to a maximum
children benefit of $4,049.18.*

If you die with no qualified survivors, your
named beneficiary nr ~state will receive your total

contributions of $1z  33.44.
Your current bel  ciaries are
RENEFICI Y1

2 ENEFICL. 72

* s amount is reduced by any Workers
Compensation benefits received.

At a Glance

as of June 30, 2008

Member Information

Total Months of Service .............. 130
Total Contributions .......... $122,333.44
Retirement

Estimated Retirement Benefit .... $6,222.33
Payable an-jiis /0o S 10/01/2008
Death

Surviving Spouse Benefit ....... $4,023.18
Surviving Child Benefit .......... $577.61

Surviving Children Maximum ... $4,049.18




Judges’ Retirement System of Illinois
2101 South Veterans Parkway, P. O. Box 19255, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9255, Phone 217-782-8500

MEMBER’S NOMINATION OF BENEFICIARY(IES) FOR DEATH BENEFITS

This form is to be used to nominate the person or persons  basis in the numerical order you indicate. Two or more

to receive any death benefit payable by the Judges’ Retire-  persons with the same order number will receive equal
ment System of Illinois. A member desiring to change ben- shares. When this beneficiary nomination is accepted by
eficiaries at a later date must complete a new Nomination  the Judges’ Retirement System, an acknowledgment will be
of Beneficiary form. The form on file with JRS that has the  mailed to the current address on file with JRS.

most recent date, located next to the member’s signature, NOTE! Persons nominated as beneficiaries without
will take precedence. order numbers will be considered after persons nominated
INSTRUCTIONS: Complete this form using ink or with order numbers. Two or more persons nominated

typewriter. You may nominate one person, as many as you  without order numbers will receive equal shares.
wish, or your estate. Benefits will be paid on a survivor

EXAMPLE Order

Number Name Address Relationship

1 John A. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, 1L 60601 Father
2 Jane B. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Mother
3 David C. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Brother
3 Nancy D. Doe 44 South 2nd, Springfield, IL 62708 Sister
3 Mary E. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Sister
4 Frank F. Smith 9876 E. 99th St., Peoria, IL 61605 None

In the event the member dies while in state service, the benefit will be paid as follows:

1. All the money will be paid to John Doe.

2. If John Doe is not living when the member dies, all the money will be paid to Jane Doe.

3. If John and Jane, Doe are not living when the member dies, the money will be divided equally among David, Nancy, and
Mary Doe. (If only two of these three persons are living when the member dies, each will receive one half of the money
and if only one of these three persons is living when the member dies, he/she will receive all of the money.)

4. If John, Jane, David, Nancy, and Mary Doe are not living when the member dies, all the money will be paid to Frank Smith.

5. If none of the nominated beneficiaries are living when the member dies, all of the money will be paid to the member’s estate.

NOMINATED BENEFICIARIES

Order
Number Name Address Relationship

This form must be witnessed by two people who are not named as beneficiaries.

Member’s Signature Date
Member’s
Social Security Number Witness
Member’s Address
Address
Witness

Address




