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Your Benefit Statement
 

Enclosed with this edition of the Panel is your annual 
Benefit Statement if you are currently serving on the bench. 
Your statement only displays the last four numbers of your 

Social Security number to help protect you from identity 
theft. Keep your Benefit Statement and Social Security 
card in a safe, secure place.

 Your JRS Benefit Statement shows any reciprocal service you 
may have, along with a retirement benefit estimate at your normal 

retirement date using the Reciprocal Act. To determine your total ben-
efit, add the projected JRS benefit to the amount from the reciprocal 
system(s). 
 If your statement shows reciprocal service but no amount, you 
probably don’t have enough service to utilize the Reciprocal Act, or 
you may have concurrent service with JRS and another system, or you 
may not need the service to qualify for the maximum benefit. 
 You can calculate your maximum benefit by multiplying your cur-
rent salary by 85%. This will allow you to compare your benefit with 
the maximum benefit. Although we make every effort to provide you 
with an accurate benefit estimate, it is only an approximation. If you 
have questions, contact our office at 217-782-8500.

Changes to 
QILDRO

A revised Qualified Illinois Domestic 
Relations Order (QILDRO) law was passed 
by the General Assembly with an effec-
tive date of July 1, 2006. 
 The new law allows for the division 
of a retirement benefit, lump sum death 
benefit, or a refund of contributions due 
to divorce. These benefits may be divided 
on a dollar amount or in percentages.
 Generally, the QILDRO 

orders the payment of a 
benefit to the spouse 
as the alternate payee, 

but a QILDRO could also 
be payable to a child or other dependent. 
A member may not choose a benefit type 
that would diminish the alternate payee’s 
benefit without the written consent from 
the alternate payee.
 The new QILDRO law does not change 
the law that determines an appropriate di-
vision of marital assets. A member should 
consult with his/her lawyer about what 
assets are included in the couple’s marital 
property and the division of those assets. 
 JRS cannot give legal advice about the 
proper division of retirement benefits in 
any given case.

Benefit Statements 
for retirees and 

survivors are NOT 
included with this 
Panel. These state-

ments will be mailed 
in March, 2007. 

Only active members 
receive a statement 
with this mailing.

JRS Recently 
Deceased
Below is a list of Illinois judges 
who have died thus far in 2006.

      Date of Death
Irving Norman  1-29-06 

John L. Peterson  2-07-06 

Charles Ruth  4-09-06 

Barbara Badger  4-11-06 

Ivan Lovaas  5-30-06 

Bufford W. Hottle, Jr.  6-20-06



Understanding 
Your Statement

If you are actively serving on 
the bench as a judge, your an-
nual benefit statement for the 
year ending June 30, 2006 is 
enclosed with this copy of The 
Panel. Your statement reflects 
your salary on July 1, 2006. If 
you have questions about your 
statement, call us at 217-782-
8500.  
 At right is a SAMPLE state-
ment highlighting the areas 
where members usually have 
the most questions.

If you do not agree with the service 
shown on your statement, contact 
JRS at 217-782-8500.
 If you are purchasing service 
credit, it will not be shown on your 
statement until it is paid in full.

This is the projected JRS benefit you 
are eligible to receive, assuming 
continuous service to normal retire-
ment age. If you have reciprocal 
service listed below, add the two 
amounts together to estimate your 
combined benefit.

This is your accrued benefit 
estimate, assuming termination 
of service on the date shown on 
YOUR statement. Do not add 
reciprocal service to this amount.

The survivor benefit payable to a 
spouse is 66 2/3% of the earned 
benefit, or 7.5% of your final sal-
ary, whichever is greater.
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Visit our website at 
www.state.il.us/srs 

for information about 
your retirement system: 

tax information, legislation, 
recent retirees, and FAQ’s.

JRS Workshop
 
Judges of all ages and years of service should attend the Education for 
Tomorrow’s Choices (ETC) preretirement workshop.
 This free, one-day workshop will be held in Mt. Vernon 
on Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at the Elk’s Lodge, 1107 
Jordan Street, in Mt. Vernon. The ETC features a certified 
financial planner to discuss money management and 
investment strategies. Other speakers will cover De-
ferred Compensation, Social Security, insurance and 
JRS benefits.
 Although retirement may be years in the future, this informa-
tion will help you begin planning for a lifetime of financial security. 

1– on – 1 Counseling Schedule 

The dates and locations for the re-
maining 1–on–1 counseling sessions 
in 2006 are listed below. We will 
contact the Court Administrator at 
each location and request that they 
contact the judges in the area about
our upcoming 1-on-1 sessions.  
 The Court Administrator will 
then schedule 1-on-1 appointments 
for the interested judges to meet 
with Jayne Waldeck from the JRS 
office.  

September 14
McDonough County Courthouse
Macomb   
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

September 14
Adams County Courthouse
Quincy   2:00 – 3:00 p.m.

October 19
Montgomery County Courthouse
Hillsboro   9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

October 19
Madison County Courthouse
Edwardsville   1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

October 20
St. Clair County Courthouse
Belleville   9:00 – 11:30 a.m.

November 1
Kane County Courthouse
St. Charles  11:00 – 1:00 p.m.

November 1
Lake County Courthouse
Waukegan   2:30 – 4:00 p.m.

November 2
DuPage County Courthouse
Wheaton  11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

January 31 & February 1
New Judges’ Orientation
Chicago Holiday Inn City Center
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Retirement 
Checklist
 
1. Resignation from the office of 
judge must be in writing to the Chief 
Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, 
with copies provided to the Justice 
over the district where the resigna-
tion occurs, and the Director of the 
Administrative Of-
fice of the Illinois 
Courts.

2. Contact JRS 
approximately 30 
days prior to leaving 
the bench to request a retirement 
application packet.

3. Request a retirement application 
packet from all reciprocal systems 
involved with your benefit approxi-
mately 60 days prior to leaving the 
bench. Return the completed appli-
cation to the appropriate retirement 
system.

4. Return your completed retire-
ment application, the direct deposit 
form completed by your financial in-
stitution, a photocopy of your birth 
certificate, and a photocopy of your 
Medicare card (if applicable) to JRS.
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MEMBER’S NOMINATION OF BENEFICIARY(IES) FOR DEATH BENEFITS  

 Order
 Number Name Address Relationship
 1 John A. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Father
 2 Jane B. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Mother
 3 David C. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601  Brother
 3 Nancy D. Doe 44 South 2nd, Springfield, IL 62708 Sister   
 3 Mary E. Doe 123 West Main, Chicago, IL 60601 Sister
 4 Frank F. Smith 9876 E. 99th St., Peoria, IL 61605 None

In the event the member dies while in state service, the benefit will be paid as follows:
1.  All the money will be paid to John Doe.
2.  If John Doe is not living when the member dies, all the money will be paid to Jane Doe.
3.  If John and Jane, Doe are not living when the member dies, the money will be divided equally among David, Nancy, and 
  Mary Doe. (If only two of these three persons are living when the member dies, each will receive one half of the money   
  and if only one of these three persons is living when the member dies, he/she will receive all of the money.)
4.  If John, Jane, David, Nancy, and Mary Doe are not living when the member dies, all the money will be paid to Frank Smith.
5.  If none of the nominated beneficiaries are living when the member dies, all of the money will be paid to the member’s estate.

This form is to be used to nominate the person or persons to re-
ceive any death benefit payable by the Judges’ Retirement System 
of Illinois. This is a legal document which, after preparation, may 
not be altered in any way by any person. A member desiring to 
change beneficiaries at a later date must complete a new Nomina-
tion Beneficiary form. The form on file with the System that has 
the most recent date, located next to the member’s signature, 
will take precedence. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Complete this form using ink or type-
writer. You may nominate one person, as many as you wish, or 
your estate. If additional space is required, use the reverse side of 

this form. Benefits will be paid on a survivor basis in the numeri-
cal order you indicate. Two or more persons with the same order 
number will receive equal shares.  When this beneficiary nomi-
nation is accepted by the Judges’ Retirement System, an acknowl-
edgment will be mailed to the current address on file with JRS. 
If your address is not current, please contact the Administrative 
Office of the Illinois Courts. 
 NOTE! Persons nominated as beneficiaries without order 
numbers will be considered after persons nominated with order 
numbers. Two or more persons nominated without order num-
bers will receive equal shares. 

EXAMPLE

NOMINATED BENEFICIARIES

 Order
 Number Name Address Relationship

This form must be witnessed by two people who are not named as beneficiaries.

Member’s Signature  Date

Member’s
Social Security Number Witness

Member’s Address  
Address
  Witness

  Address
101 (R 6-03)  IL 589-0111


