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Letters Mailed by Central
Management Services

" Recently, CMS sent
\ " letters to certain
= ~\ retirees about their
\ State group insur-
ance coverage.
Below is an explanation of
these letters:

Medicare Letter: CMS mailed
letters to Medicare Eligible retir-
ees and survivors who have not
provided a copy of their Medicare
card or proof of ineligibility for
Medicare.

This letter was sent ONLY to
those members who had not pro-
vided proof of Medicare or proof
from Social Security that they
were not eligible for Medicare. If
CMS has your Medicare informa-
tion, you did not receive this let-
ter.

Opt-Out Financial Incentive
Letter (Public Act 98-0019): CMS
mailed letters to NON-MEDICARE
members (Retirees only) who are
currently enrolled in the group
insurance program advising them
of their option to opt-out of the
state health, dental & vision plans
to receive a financial incentive.
Only those members who
are Non-Medicare and currently
enrolled in the state insurance
program were notified. The special
enrollment period for this incen-
tive ends September 30, 2013.

Reminders

= Always read the mailings you
receive from the State Retirement
System and Central Management
Services. Mailings from SRS and
CMS contain valuable information
and possible future changes that
you may have to address and may
affect you.

= If you change your address,
notify us in writing. Failure to do
so could result in insurance claim
problems and not receiving impor-
tant notices from SERS. We strive
to provide our members with fast
and efficient service. Correct mail-
ing addresses are essential in meet-
ing this goal.

Medicare Advantage Plans

You will receive information
about Medicare Advantage/
Supplement Plans from CMS
once contracts are in place.
Watch your mail! WE HAVE
NO ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION AT THIS TIME. If you
have access to a computer,
you can visit the following
websites for updates:

e www.srs.illinois.gov

= www.benefitschoice.il.gov

SEPTEMBER 2013

Important Updates on
Same-Sex Marriage

Recently, the U.S. Depart-
I ment of the Treasury and
L the Internal Revenue
Service ruled that
same-sex couples,

legally married in jurisdic-
tions that recognize same-sex mar-
riages, will be treated as married for
federal income tax purposes.

The ruling applies even if the
couple resides in a state that does not
recognize same-sex marriages, such
as lllinois. The IRS has indicated that
legally married same-sex couples are
allowed to file amended tax returns
for tax years 2010, 2011 and 2012. It
is through these amendments that
members can receive credit for any
taxes they paid on imputed income
during those years.

Members who provide a same-sex
marriage certificate from a jurisdic-
tion that recognizes same-sex mar-
riage are eligible to cover their spouse
for group insurance purposes and
will not be subjected to imputed in-
come.

This ruling, which becomes ef-
fective September 16, 2013, is con-
sidered a qualifying change in status
which will allow the same changes to
coverage that a new marriage would,
I.e. adding the spouse, adding step-
children, opting out of or enrolling
in the program, etc.

(continued on back page)



2014 Myths & Realities of Retirement Workshop

Circle the 2014 MRR Workshop That You Would Like to Attend
Please disregard the numbers in parentheses. They are for internal office use.

Beginning October 1, 2013, SERS Feb. 4 Springfield (01) Jul. 22 Galesburg (23)
retirees will be able to reg!ster Feb. 25  Jacksonville (39) Jul. 30 Chicago (02)
for the MRR workshop online.
Registration will be completed

using our website (WWW.SIs. Mar. 18  Bloomington (04) | Aug.20  Mt. Vernon (32)
illinois.gov) and following the

Mar. 11  Glen Ellyn (71) Aug. 12 Effingham (67)

. i . Mar. 25  Orland Park (09) Aug. 26  Schaumburg (77)
instructions. After you register,

we will confirm your registra_ Apr 16 Collinsville (24) Sep 9 Sprlngfleld (Ol)
tion and send you reminders via  pay 6 Springfield (01) | Sep.11  Carbondale (50)
email. . )

If you don’t have access to a May 13  Chicago (02) Sep. 16  Utica (43)
computer, you can complete and Jun. 3 Litchfield (1) Sep. 23 Kankakee (12)
return the appllcatlon pelow fOUsS  jyn.10  carbondale (50) Sep. 30  Fairview Heights (18)
or call our office to register. After _ _
you're registered, we will confirm Jun. 17 East Peoria (82) Oct. 7 Quincy (36)

your enrollment. Jun. 24 Rockford (90) Nov. 18  Springfield (01)
The MRR is a free, one-day

. ) i Jul. 8 Springfield (01) Dec. 10  Chicago (02)
workshop examining various issues
Return This Form To: Name
State Retirement Systems
Field Services Division Social Security Number
2101 S. Veterans Parkway Are You Bringing a Guest?
P. O. Box 19255

Springfield, IL 62794-9255
217-785-6979 Fax: 217-557-5154
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2013 Springfield and Chicago Flu Shot Schedule*

The Department of Central Management Services is
providing free seasonal flu shots to State of Illinois
employees, retirees and survivors enrolled in a state-

sponsored health plan.

Many county health departments partner with the
State to provide flu shots at no charge to members.
Members should call their local health department for
the exact dates, times and locations that the shots will

be offered.

Members must present their state health insurance
card and another form of ID. If you are enrolled in
Medicare Part B, you can obtain a free flu shot from

your physician or participating pharmacy.

Spouses, dependents, contractual workers,
consultants, students and any SERS member who opted
out of health insurance coverage are NOT eligible
for a free flu shot. Flu shots will be given at the SRS

Springfield office on October 17 from 9 a.m. until 3

p.m.

The entire flu shot schedule is posted on our website at www.srs.illinois.gov
All clinics will be held from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., except where noted.

Chicago Area
Thompson Center
Room 2-025

Oct. 2 & 30

IDOT, Schaumburg
201 W. Center

Oct. 3

Healthcare & Family Services Oct. 8
401 S. Clinton

CMS Suburban North Oct. 9
9511 Harrison, Des Plaines
Student Asst. Comm. Oct. 24

Room 3030, Deerfield 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Springfield
State Capitol
park at Stratton Building

Sep. 17

DNR Sept. 19
State Fairgrounds

Stratton Bldg. Sept. 24
401 S. Spring

IDPH Sept. 25
825 N. Rutledge 9 a.m.- noon
State Police Sept. 26
801 S. 7th Street 9am.-1p.m.
Dept. of Corrections Oct. 1
1301 ConcordiaCt. 9am.-1p.m.

McFarland Mental Health Oct. 2
901 Southwind Road 1-4pm.
EPA Oct. 3
1021 N Grand Ave. 9 a.m. - noon
DHFS Oct. 8
Bloom Building, 201 S. Grand Ave. E.
IDOT, Auditorium Oct. 9
2300 S. Dirksen

Dept. of Revenue Oct. 10
100 W. Jefferson

Board of Education Oct. 15
100 N. 1st 9am.-1p.m.
Dept. of Agriculture Oct. 16
State Fairgrounds

SERS Oct. 17
Veterans & Greenbriar

Stratton Building Oct. 22
401 S. Spring

IDOT, Auditorium Oct. 23
2300 S. Dirksen 9am.-1p.m.
Attorney General Oct. 29
500 S. 2nd 9am.-1pm.

Other Downstate Sites

Vandalia Corrections Sept. 30
Rt. 51 North 6:30 a.m. -8 a.m.

2:30 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
Murray Dev. Center Oct. 10 & 21
Centralia 1p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Jacksonville Correctional Oct. 15
2268 E. Morton 12 -3 p.m.
Peoria IDOT Oct. 16
401 Main St. 9am.-3pm.

Choate Center Oct. 18,23 & 29

Anna 7-Lam &l1l-4pm.
DHS Office Oct. 22
Lincoln 9a.m.-3p.m.
Logan Correctional Oct. 23
Lincoln 9am.-2pm.
Peoria IDPH Oct. 31
5415 University 9am.-3pm.

* Flu shots are subject to the availability of the vaccine
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Same-Sex Marriage
(continued from front page)

If the member is already mar-
ried, any enrollment change request
must be made within 60 days of
September 16, 2013, to be permit-
ted. The effective date will be the
date of the request or September
16th, whichever is later. For any
subsequent marriages, the normal
60-day rule will apply to changes in
coverage.

Contact your SERS Insurance
Representative if you would like to
enroll or change your spouse cover-
age to an IRS dependent by provid-
ing the SERS Insurance Section with
a copy of your marriage certificate.

If you have taken a widow/sur-
vivor refund at retirement, you may
be able to repay the refund which
would then provide your legally
married spouse with survivor ben-
efits. Please contact the Vouchering
Section of the SERS Claims Division
to discuss your options.
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States Which Recognize Same Sex Marriage

* Rhode Island (August 1, 2013)

* Minnesota (August 1, 2013)

e Delaware (July 1, 2013)

e Maryland (January 1, 2013)

* Maine (December 7, 2012)

= Washington (December 5, 2012)

« New York State (July 24, 2011)

* New Hampshire (January 1, 2010)

e Connecticut (Civil Union Partners
allowed October 1, 2005 through Sep-
tember 30, 2010. Civil Unions merged
into marriages October 1, 2010)

e District of Columbia (March 3,
2010)

= Vermont (September 1, 2009)

e Coquille Nation, Oregon (May 20,
2009)

= lowa (April 24, 2009)

= Massachusetts (May 17, 2004)

= California (May 15, 2008 through
November 4, 2008 and since June
26, 2013)

Foreign Countries:

Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Can-
ada, Denmark, France, Iceland,
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, South Africa, Sweden,
Uruguay and New Zealand

Starting October 1, 2013,
retirees wanting to attend an
MRR workshop can enroll on-
line at our website (Www.srs.
illinois.gov). If you don’t have

access to a computer, you can
review the 2014 schedule on
page 2, then complete and
return the application to us.




